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Bulls you can count on  
The April ABV run includes more than 70 bulls with 
a BPI of more than 300 (68 Holsteins and 4 
Jerseys). Many of these are genomic bulls with 
production reliabilities above 70%. The top Holstein 
genomic bull has exceeded 400 BPI. 

This run highlights the stability of proven bulls that 
have commenced their career with a genomic proof 
and now show strong and stable daughter proofs. 
Farmers who chose bulls based on the December 
2017 Good Bulls Guide will be pleased to see top 
bulls remain at the top of the list. 

Polled bulls rise through the ranks 
This ABV run includes about 50 Holstein bulls in the 
Good Bulls Guide that are naturally polled. They 
carry either two copies of the polled gene (almost all 
progeny are polled) or one copy of the gene 
(meaning about half of progeny are polled). The 
polled gene is dominant so this emerging trend 
suggests it won’t be long before farmers have a 
wide variety of high genetic merit, polled bulls to 
choose from. The benefits of a polled herd include 
time and cost savings by eliminating the need to 
disbud as well as improved animal welfare and 
safety for workers. 

Rate of genetic gain soars 
A recent analysis of genetic trends in the Australian 
dairy herd shows the rate of genetic gain has almost 
doubled in the past decade. The analysis looked at 
the rate of genetic gain for BPI in Australian 
Holsteins in 5-year time blocks, based on the BPI of 
the sires of cows. The average rate of genetic gain 
since 2005 was about $15.8/year (green line in the 
graph), but the current rate is more than $20, which 
is almost double that of in 2005-2009 ($10).  

A number of initiatives are likely to have contributed 
to the acceleration in genetic gain, including the 
introduction of the Good Bulls Strategy in 2010, 
genomics in 2011 and dairy’s three new indices in 
2015. Encouraging farmers to use a Good Bulls 
straw to breed every replacement is a collective 

effort. Bull companies, AI service providers, farmers, 
researchers and industry all have an important role. 

Good Bulls on any budget  
More farmers are looking for bulls 
that carry the Good Bulls icon. 
There are Good Bulls to fit every 

budget on offer from all bull companies. Consider 
offering packages that include only Good Bulls.  

Don’t miss the ImProving Herds Muster  
Registrations are now open for the 
ImProving Herds Muster, to be held at 
Jelbart Dairy on 10 May. We encourage 
you to bring a group of farmers or staff 
to hear the latest evidence of how 
genetics boosts the bottom line of dairy 
businesses. More info     

ABV pocket guide  
The ABV pocket guide has 
been updated and reprinted. 
Email us to order copies: 
abv@datagene.com.au.  

New genetic evaluation software 
The massive project to redevelop DataGene’s new 
genetic evaluation software is approaching the finish 
line. This software is being built to improve services 
to farmers and the herd improvement industry, such 
as more frequent releases of genomic information 
and the introduction of new traits. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• The rate of genetic gain in the Australian dairy herd has almost doubled in the past 10 years. 
• This release includes a young genomic bull with a BPI above 400. 
• Polled bulls rise through the BPI ranks  
• Updated ABV Pocket Guide now available 

http://www.nationalmuster.com/
mailto:abv@datagene.com.au
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